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Abstract

This study focuses on the observation and interpretation of the Trump
administrations' migration policies and their economic and social implications from
the perspective of the twin cities of Nogales. The history of migration between the
United States of America and Latin-America is deeply rooted and can be traced back
for centuries. The information derived from this could provide a comprehensive
picture of the practical functioning and everyday life of the migration’s focal points,
as well as the relocation of the migration centres. Furthermore, it also points out the
important economic interlinkages and the significant consequences that
political/geopolitical regulations have for the region. Understanding the twin cities of
Nogales’ situation could be a great guidance to shed the light on reality and to
comprehend Donald Trump’s migration policy more thoroughly.

Keywords: Mexico, United States of America, Donald Trump, migration, migration
policy, Ambos Nogales, Sonora, Arizona

1. Introduction

»,The term immigration policy encompasses all those measures by which a state
regulates the influx of persons, in particular those who want to establish residence in
their territory either temporarily or permanently” (Perez, 2015). Migration ties
between the United States of America (hereinafter: United States) and Mexico have
existed for centuries now, although it is one of the most crucial and controversial
issues in the Western political discourse. The official length of the American and
Mexican border is 3155 kilometres, of which 1023 kilometres are secured by fences
(CIA,2025). This makes it one of the longest and most complex international borders
in the world, resulting in vital migration route for those who cross borders.

1.1. The Trump Administration’s migration policy

The primary aim of the current president, Donald John Trump’s (hereinafter: Trump)
migration policy is to reduce the number of undocumented people within the borders
of the United States. Trump has gained a large amount of voters due to his campaign
promises regarding immigration. These declarations have been implemented
through executive orders, regulatory revisions and general restrictions under the
first (2017-2021) and second (2025-presumably 2029) Trump Administrations. The
president’s program items may have changed or evolved during the past couple of
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years but the four main factors are still the pillars of the migration policy: the
economy, politics, security and humanitarian conditions (Diaz, 2024).

Only a few days after his second inauguration Trump shut down
humanitarian parole programs, which entitled immigrants to reside legally in the
United States without a visa. Furthermore, he dramatically broadened interior
immigration enforcement and the administration also announced the suspension of
refugee resettlements. Perhaps the most severe and controversial issue was the
potential elimination of birthright citizenship for infants born in the United States but
do not have at least one parent who is an authorized perpetual resident (Muzaffar-
Bush,2025).

Another fundamental measure is the Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP),
perhaps better known as the ,Remain in Mexico” policy, which decrees that asylum
seekers must stay in Mexico until the official date of their immigration court hearings,
often forcing them to endure inhuman conditions alongside thousands of other
people who are in the same situation (Bush-Joseph, 2025). According to the Migration
Policy Institute (Bush-Joseph, 2025) nearly 81 000 refugees were included in the
program during the 2019-2022 time period.

Itis also essential to mention the “zero-tolerance” Immigration Enforcement
Policy, which was established by the Department of Justice (DOJ) on May 7, 2018
(Congressional Research Service,2019). In accordance with this, every foreign
individuals - even those who have arrived with children - who crosses the border
illegally, is subject to criminal prosecution. As a result, they have been sent to federal
prisons, where children are not allowed to stay and this has led to the separation of a
large number of families (McBride et al., 2023).

The pandemic has played a major role in migration discourse as well beacuse
the administration could easily justify the expulsion of asylum seekers by citing Title
4?2 and referring to the public health situation at the time. Under this legal provision
the government was able to deport immigrants on the grounds that they posed a
serious threat to the country and its citizens as they could spread the virus (Ayres-
Doyle,2023). However, the Trump Administration has continued to apply Title 42 for
a long time after the critical crisis, raising questions in the people about the proper
and ethical use of the provision (Diaz, 2024).

Apart from that, another major practical measure emerged in the form of the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). The number of Latino arrests has
doubled during the second Trump Administration and has triggered severe sense of
fear and vulnerability among people not only in the border regions but throughout
the whole country. The ICE has been acting in a raid-style manner, which intensifies
the social discontent (Ong et al., 2025). Last but not least the Republican government
reinforced fenced borders with razor wire, which also signals a shift in both the
border infrastructure and rhetoric. This is significant not only in terms of foreign
relations but as an important symbol for the society as well. (Kummeneje, 2026).

1.2. Ambos Nogales

The Trump administrations’ strict measures, expanded enforcement and everyday
surveillance have caused serious economic and social tensions among the border-
region communities, including Ambos Nogales, which is unique in that it is
geographically situated along the U.S. and Mexican border. One part belongs to the
United States, more precisely to the State of Arizona while the other is officially a
northwestern, Mexican territory (State of Sonora) (Figure 1). The latter, also called
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Heroica Nogales, was established 9 years earlier (founded in 1884) and currently has
264 782 inhabitants, while Nogales, Arizona (founded in 1893) has a population of 19
753. (Data USA, 2022), (Secretaria de Economia, 2020)

Figure 1. Displaying the examined area on a map
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Source: Brady et al. (2002, p. 6).

Historically, the existence of the two separate cities dates back to 1854, when under
the Gudsden Purchase agreement the United States bought 76,840 square kilometers
of territory from Mexico for 10 million dollars. The city initially functioned as part of
a migration and trade route — later called El Camino Real (The King’s Highway) —
which also emphasizes its vital role in our modern, fast-paced world. The name
Nogales, comes from a Spanish word, which means ,walnut”. This refers to the fact,
that this area was very rich in walnut trees, which provided an opportunity to use
them as trade goods (City of Nogales, n.d., 2016). The physical separation of the twin
cities, collectively known as Ambos Nogales,? (hereinafter: Nogales) began in 1918,
when American and Mexican soldiers became involved in a firefight - the so-called
,Battle of Ambos Nogales” - which was most likely triggered or fueled by racial
discriminiation among the peoples. This resulted in constant shootings along the
borders and gave the idea as well as the determination to build the first permanent
fences (Parra, 2020).

2. Multidimensional Impacts of Migration and Border Policies

The reasons behind the migration processes have been dominantly and not
surprisingly the economic opportunities and the higher salaries, offered by the United
States (Kummeneje, 2019). Six key push-factors can be identified as primary drivers
of the migration crisis: population growth, poverty, climate change, global coffee
prices, corruption and lack of public security (Veres, 2021).

2 In English Ambos means ,both” so for the sake of simplicity I am going to refer to the city as, Nogales” if
the given context includes it as a whole.
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The North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)3 was a crucial component
of Mexico’s economy, that made the economic upturn possible in Central America.
Under the agreement, tariffs for the majority of the products, traded among the three
participing countries were abolished, with a primary focus on automobile
manufacturing, agriculture and textile industry (Chatzky et al., 2008). NAFTA had its
short-lived beneficial impacts on Mexico’s economy by modernizing economy itself,
creating numerous workplaces and making Mexico more attractive to foreign
investors. However, Trump’s campaign agenda (,America First”) had different
messages from the originial agreement. The Trump Administration’s opinion was that
NAFTA provided too much space for foreign investment in Mexico and as a
consequence itled to job losses in the United States. That is the reason why the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA),* which serves as a revised version of
NAFTA, came into effect on July 1, 2020, (Meylor-Kulkarni, 2022). Nogales’ economy
is in fact based on cross-border trade and migration, which is also proved by the so
called Maquiladora systems.

»A maquiladora is a manufacturing plant that imports and assembles duty-
free components for export” (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2018). These systems played
a major and very significant role, which directly led to the economic expansion of
Nogales in the mid-1960’s. In order to alleviate the labor shortage in the Mexican
northern border region, the Border Industrialization Program was implemented. Its
most fundamental purpose was to encourage foreign companies to assemble
products for export in northern Mexico. This meant that these corporations had the
right to establish production facilities - without the obligation to involve Mexican
partners in the businesses - and o take advantage of low-cost Mexican workforce. By
the year 2000, Nogales had the most comprehensive and complex Maquiladora-
system having approximately 1.3 million employees (Nogales, 2025).

It goes without saying, that the economic and migration ties between the
United States and Mexico that can be traced back to centuries have provided an
excellent foundation, which resulted in the prominent role of Nogales. However, this
bilateral relationship does not mean that the intensity of the development is equal
between the twin cities. On the U.S. side the town is not among the most developed
areas of the country, in contrast to Nogales, Sonora, which has great growth rates
among the border areas. Without a doubt these continue to form the bases of the
region’s economy to this very day and there are about 110 Maquiladoras operating in
Nogales, Sonora (Nogales, 2025). The close cooperation between the twin citities is
reflected in the numerous American factories located in Sonora, which employ cheap
Mexican workforce, hence they ensure job opportunities as well. These factories
generally focus on electronics and automotive sectors. However, Trump’s migration
rhetoric has reduced the productivity and efficency of the Maquiladoras as well, as
the mass deportations and strict regulations have deterred the workers from the
employment near the border area. This has led to a decline in manufacturing output
due to labor shortages.

3 Implemented in 1994, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) established a
comprehensive framework for trade among Canada, Mexico, and the United States.
4 The Spanish acronym is T-MEC.
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2.1. Economic impacts

In addition, Nogales, Sonora is one of the most significant agricultural hubs, as the
Nogales-Mariposa border crossing5 serves as the point of entry for the fruits and
vegetables to the United States. It makes the Mariposa Land Port of Entry (The
Mariposa POE) Arizona’s largest international commercial gateway with more than
10 billion dollars of import and export per year (Leslie & Leslie, 2025). The
predecessor of this industry was initiated in 1944 under the name ,West Mexico
Vegetable Distributors Association”, although after the accession of the NAFTA-
agreement, it changed its name to Fresh Produce Association of the Americas (Leslie
& Leslie, 2025). Long before that, in 1882 the Sonora Railway connected with the
Arizona and New Mexico Railroad in Nogales, creating the first rail connection to span
the U.S.-Mexico border (History | Nogales, AZ, 2016). Unfortunately, the threats of
tarrif increases by the Trump Administartions have undermined the confidence of the
majority of traders and due to slower customs controls and limitations, shipments
became more time-consuming and costly (Leslie & Leslie, 2025).

Figure 2. Exports and imports in Nogales between 2007 and 2025
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Source: Data México (2024).

Itis self-evident that the mot influential factor in the economies of twin cities is tourist
traffic, that is, tourism itself. It is a very common for Latin-American people to go
either shopping or just sightseeing to Nogales, Arizona, which generates enormous
profits. On the other hand, the U.S. city is not the only one that makes use of the
beneficial and profitable cross-border services such as the emergence of the so-called
medical tourism, which is an american invention. The reason for this is that the
medical care - for instance dental care - is way cheaper on the Sonora side, therefore
it normally means a stabil number of tourists and international visitors. The security
measures and border crossing restrictions have its consequences in these areas as

5 All commercial traffic entering the United States via Nogales passed through the Mariposa Port of Entry.
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well as numerous restaurants and smaller shops have been forced to close (Maxwell,
2025).

Figure 2 provides an excellent basis for the comparison between
administrations throughout the years. It presents detailed data on the Net
International Trade in Nogales (Sonora) (Figure 2), as well as the amount of exports
and imports. There is no doubt that the Mexican economy - in this specific case, the
economy of Nogales, Sonora - is severly dependant on the United States, because it is
its most fundamental trade origin and trade destination. During the first Trump
Administartion (2016-2020) the exports and imports increased slightly and showed
an upward trend, although numerous fluctuations were observed in 2018-2019. In
those periods Trump implemented several new measures to restrict immigration,
such as stricter custom tariffs, surveillances and policies like the Migrant Protection
Protocols (MPP) or the strengthening and funding of the border wall. This resulted in
increasing volatility and recurring declines on the graph. The same pattern is
demonstrated at the end of the chart, the second Trump Administration continued
these policies, which resulted in very similar border regulations and economic
challenges, concerning Nogales.

As the author of the resesarch has already mentioned, local workers have to
face job insecurity and have to adapt to stricter federal enforcement. However, in
addition to the negative effects, the benefits of these changes must also be highlighted
in order to comprehend the current economic condition and operation. On the long
run, the local industries were able to become more resilient and gained a stronger
capacity/capability (McBride et al., 2023).

2.2. Environmental problems

The problems of Mexican infrastructure are highlighted by the environmental
pollutions of the region as well. The industrial and population growth put a great
pressure on the cities, especially on the sewage system and water supply (Sanchez,
1995). Maquiladora factories emit pollutants that harm the air, soil and the waters.
However, the migration crisis completely draws the attention away of these issues
causing the city to become overburdened.

Alongside with the severe environmental impacts, these problems act as
geopolitical evidence, as they physically symbolize the legal gap in Trump’s
isolationist rhetoric (Brady et al, 2002). This is because industrial waste and
wastewaters are flowing in the direction® of the United States creating a paradox
between the U.S. ideology? and the border wall (Sanchez,1995). After the NAFTA
agreement the North American Development Bank has been established to improve
the infrastructures along the borders (Sanchez, 1995). These initiatives have faced
significant barriers because of the priority shifts of the Sonora side. Although the
environmental problems do not seem to be such an urgent issue, they are one of the
most significant reasons, why residents are leaving the city and trying to settle in
neighboring countries, in this specific case, in the United States.

In conclusion, the environmental and migration crises are deeply
intertwined, reflecting a complex relationship between ecological degradation and
human mobility and Nogales does not - and cannot - receive enough attention from

6 Nogales, Sonora is is located at a higher elevation, so the gravitation works its way through.
7 The essence of the ideology is that the United States tries to seal itself hermatically from the ,Mexican
problems”
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the city administration. Moreover, recent immigration measures introduced under
the Trump Administration have contributed to a growing migrant population in
Nogales, Sonora, further intensifying the city’s pre-existing social and environmental
vulnerabilities.

2.3. Humanitarian sector

At present, the humanitarian and civil sectors are the cornerstone of Nogales’s
economy, with a focus on the existing crisis. Nogales, Sonora is one of the most
prominent core areas, playing a key role in providing assistance and care to asylum
seekers. These sectors are commonly funded by international non-governmental
organizations (INGOs) or local non-profit organizations.

The Kino Border Initiative (KBI) is a binational, Catholic-based humanitarian
organization that operates on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border, specifically in
Nogales, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora. This organization focuses on five core areas,
through which it seeks to provide assistance for the people in need. These five areas
are humanitarian aid and holistic accompaniment, education, advocacy, border action
team and abuse documentation (Figure 3), (Kino Border Initiative, 2023). According
to data from the Kino Border Initiative, in 2023 more than 9,429 individuals identified
as “people on the move” who accessed services at the organization’s Migrant
Outreach Center on the Sonora side (Kino Border Initiative, 2024). Notably, over 36
percent of these individuals were minors under the age of 18, underscoring the
significant presence of children among displaced populations along the U.S.-Mexico
border (Kino Border Initiative - Iniciative Kino Para La Frontera, n.d.). Another
important organization, called the Border Community Alliance is located in Tubac,
Arizona but plays a very significant role in Nogales, Sonora as well. The organization’s
primary goal is to promote binational relationships and to ensure that learning
opportunities are a top priority for residents and visitors of Southern Arizona (Border
Community Alliance, 2025).

Figure 3. Main strategic priorities for 2022-2026 of Kino Border Initiative
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The overcrowded refugee centers place enormous social burden on Nogales and its
residents. Hundreds of asylum seekers are trapped on the Sonora side of the city
unable to avoid exposure to crimes such as kidnapping, rape, robbery or even drug
trafficking. The migrants camps are crowded, in addition, the water, food and medical
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supplies are limited. Not only the migrants are anxious but locals are more and more
insecure as well, they give account of constant fear and inadequate, ineffective public
safety. It is not only crime that threatens the life of the immigrants but also the lack
of medical support especially during the Pandemic.

There is a so called ,CBP One” application, which is designed to help the
asylum seeking registrations and make the process faster and more efficient, however
according to the users it almost works like a ,lottery”, since plethora of people are
stuck in the waiting lines for uncertain period of times (4 Line That Barely Budges -
Human Rights First, 2023). The Nogales DeConcini Port of Entry serves as the sole
location along the Arizona-Sonora border authorized to process CBP One
appointments for asylum seekers (Leslie-Leslie, 2025). As a result, individuals
seeking protection across a vast stretch of the border, must travel to Nogales, Mexico,
provided they are able to obtain an appointment through the CBP One mobile
application (under current protocols). Other ports of entries are not as efficient,
which is why this main crossing point is the busiest and the most overburdened. This
clearly illustrates how reliance on a single functioning port of entry creates a
chokepoint for humanitarian access throughout the border region. Asylum seekers
must travel long distances through cartel-controlled territories to reach Nogales. This
directly shows the indispensable role the NGO’s play. One of their most critical
contributions is documentation, as in lots of cases the U.S. asylum system fails to
protect or to give the proper and lawful process to immigrants.

2.4. Media rhetoric

Media has a vital role in every aspects of life particularly in politics. Today we have
access to 24/7 coverage, live streams and all the information relevant to any given
situation, so the world simply cannot exist without it anymore. The narrative in
connection with the immigration relations between the United States and Mexico is
often refrenced as ,border war”, ,invasion” or even ,battlefront” (Kil, 2019). This
justifies strict restrictive measures and normalizes militarization (Ayres-Doyle,
2023). This means that the media often describes the region as a battlefield,
emphasizing the fences, armed patrols, crowd, shelters and even thermal cameras.

Figure 4. Symbolizing migration danger near the U.S.-Mexico border

WARNING

Source: Singleton (2024).
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Furthermore, it paints a false picture of the immigrants, they are labeled
,criminals”, ,animals” or ,intruders” (Figure 4) and these metaphors have appeared
with increasing frequency since the beginning of the first Trump Administration. Also
the rhetoric surrounding wall symbolizes not only the physical and economic barrier
but also the racial and moral division. It is interesting and highly significant that even
though the twin cities almost function like an inseparable organism, the media cites
Nogales as the ,American civilization” and the other city as a symbol of ,Mexican
chaos” (Kil, 2019).

Nogales plays a fundamental role in the media and serves as an excellent tool
to show the people that the border is under a ,constant attack” because the media
captures the ,flood” of people and this creates the sense of the dehumanization of the
immigrants. What is more, the media tends to overlook the tragedies, which are
happening to immigrants, for instance there are hundreds of people yearly, who die
in the Sonora-desert during the difficult journey in the hope of a better life, yet news
programs never or just rarely mentions them, as they prefer to focus on biased
reporting (Kil, 2019).

2.5.5ocial effects

Besides the economic and humanitarian factors the local political effects have deep
impacts on the community as well. Due the ,zero-tolerance” policiy the bicultural city
has become more politically divided, which has led to social frustration. There are
people, whose priority are the security of the border and the restraining of illegal
arrivers. In contrast, for others, upholding humanitarian principles is far more
important.

Figure 5. Symbolic fusion of Mexican and U.S. identities

Source: Illescas Ph.D. (2024).
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The border wall’s reconstruction has provided numerous reasons for residents and
also artists to organize protests and create monuments. It is not only a physical
barrier but also a methaphor that represents cultural, linguistic and economic
divisions. This also explains the title of this study, ,wall in the heart of the city”. As the
author of this study has already mentioned, the artists of the cities express their
opinions and feelings against the policies and acknowledge the cultural heritage and
long-standing history of Nogales. The painting featured in the study is located in
Nogales, Arizona, it represents Virgen de Guadalupe (Our Lady of Guadalupe) with
the American and Mexican national flags, wearing them as a coat (Figure 5) (Beyond
Fronteras, 2024).

3. Conclusions

The purpose of this study is to show how the Trump Administration’s migration
policy has shaped the economic, humanitarian, cultural and social factors in the twin
cities of Nogales. This may contribute to a broader conception and understanding of
the topic and draw attention to the significance of border issues due to the long,
complex and meaningful relationship between the United States and Mexico. The
main focus is on the border regions of the Central American country, that are facing
severe pressure day by day. The research reveals that the Trump Administration
tends to use executive orders as a convenient tool to regulate the migration situation,
especially towards Mexico. However, the executive orders were not sufficient to
prevent the chaos, in fact, they have worsened the situation by causing greater
polarization within society and communities. The policies, especially the Migration
Protection Protocols have turned the region into a sort of waiting room, where
thousands of people hope to find better opportunities in life on the other side of the
border.

The study provided evidence that due to the restrictions not only did
production at Maquiladora factories decline, but local shops and services were also
forced to close, as the rate of tourism reduced as well. Foreign investments are also
discouraged by Trump’s ,America First” policy, to be more specific the threat of tariffs
and the visa policies. Nogales’ economy is severly dependent on cross-border
activities and logistics. As a result, Nogales has to deal with economic challenges,
considering that the central pillars of its economy are the Maquiladora-systems,
which have fundamental ties to the United States. Man people’s jobs require them to
commute every day between the cities, but the chaotic border conditions make it
extremely difficult or even impossible.

As for the humanitarian sector, Nogales would not be able to survive or
revive without the help of the non-governmental organizations, civil society
organizations or the various charities. Today, it is precisely these organizations that
are playing an active role in addressing the long-standing migration crisis. These
humanitarian actors provide legal counselling, basic human needs, offer temporary
shelter for asylum seekers and even medical care. To conclude, they carry out tasks
that generally fall under the responsibility of state or at least the municipal
administration.

The number of illegal/undocumented immigrants may have decreased
thanks to the restrictions and new measures in the past year within the border of the
United State but it does not mean, that the problem itself is solved. The migration
hubs are only relocated, predominantly near the U.S.-Mexican borders, creating a
significant economic, physical and social burden on the affected areas.
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In contemporary times, migration policy has evolved into identity politics,
which is why it receives so much attention in the public media. It is important to
emphasize that the region’s identity is closely intertwined with its border-related
functions. Whereas the twin cities have their own distinct characteristics, it is almost
impossible to separate them from the ingrained cultural, social and historical
background. This creates a significant tension between the cities and its
consequences are clearly visible. In spite of the numerous things in common, political
opinion seems to overcome unity and solidarity. Media is largely responsible for that,
as it portrays the immigrants as intruders, thereby creating a massive divide between
nations and peoples. The microenvironment of the residents is also changing, families
are split between the two sides, as maintaining regular contact becomes increasingly
difficult and fraught with challenges. Therefore, it is not surprising that the locals
convey their opinions and emotions through activism or using art (paintings on the
walls, flags). The wall itself represents both the division and mistrust but also the
deeply rooted connection and shared destinies (Neuendorf, 2015).

Last but not least, the environmental issues, which are major risk factors and
direct incentives for migration are not sufficiently addressed in the public media.
Furthermore, this is not only of geographical significance in terms of international
relations between the two countries but also a refutation of the American isolationist
policy. The COVID-19 and the resulting pandemic are not the most significant factors
in this research but they need to be highlighted, as they were major causes and
contributed to the resulting migration®8, and, consequently, to the economic crisis.

Although this study focuses on Nogales, it is advisable to observe other areas
along the border or to monitor the migration policies of other administrations -
because now it is obvious, that Donald Trump will not be filling his position as a
president after this period in office - and their effects on Nogales. Apart from this, the
analysis of the resultant community resistance could also raise intriguing questions -
even about the region’s voter behaviour - since it contributes to deepening the social
divisions.

References

Ayres-Doyle, G. (2023): Immigration Policy After COVID-19 and Cultural Resistance at
the US.-Mexico Border. [online] Fordham Research Commons. Available at:
https://research.library.fordham.edu/international_senior/109/ [Accessed 5
November 2025].

Border Community Alliance (2025): Border Community Alliance. [online] Border
Community Alliance. Available at: https://bordercommunityalliance.org/ [Accessed
5 November 2025].

Brady, L.M,, Gray, F, Castaneda, M., Bultman, M., Bolm, K.S. (2002): Preliminary United
States-Mexico Border Watershed Analysis, Twin Cities Area of Nogales, Arizona and
Nogales, Sonora. [online] ResearchGate. Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/289308519_Preliminary_United_States-

Mexico_border_watershed_analysis_twin_cities_area_of Nogales_Arizona_and_Nogal

es_Sonora. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

8 This author would cite to Title 42 again, as a possible tool to forbid the entry of immigrants, referring to
the jeopardy of public health.

140


https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artist-paints-us-mexico-border-fence-339990
https://research.library.fordham.edu/international_senior/109/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://bordercommunityalliance.org/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/289308519_Preliminary_United_States-Mexico_border_watershed_analysis_twin_cities_area_of_Nogales_Arizona_and_Nogales_Sonora
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/289308519_Preliminary_United_States-Mexico_border_watershed_analysis_twin_cities_area_of_Nogales_Arizona_and_Nogales_Sonora
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/289308519_Preliminary_United_States-Mexico_border_watershed_analysis_twin_cities_area_of_Nogales_Arizona_and_Nogales_Sonora

Bush-Joseph, K. (2025): With ‘Shock and Awe,” the Second Trump Term Opens with a
Bid to Strongly Reshape Immigration. [online] Migration Policy Institute. Available at:
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/trump-second-term-begins-immigration.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Chatzky, ].A. (2008): NAFTA and the USMCA: Weighing the Impact of North American
Trade. [online] Council on Foreign Relations. Available at:
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/naftas-economic-impact. [Accessed 5 November
2025].

CIA (2023): Mexico - The World Factbook. [online] Central Intelligence Agency.
Available at: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/mexico/#economy. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Data México (2020a): Nogales: Economy, Employment, Equity, Quality of Life,
Education, Health and Public Safety | Data Meéxico. [online] Available at:
https://www.economia.gob.mx/datamexico/en/profile/geo/nogales?redirect=true.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Datausa.io (2022): Nogales, AZ | Data USA. [online] Available at:
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/nogales-az/. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Diaz, S. (2024): The Role of Public Health in the Rule of Law: The Cautionary Tale of
Title 42 Expulsions. SSRN Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4854299.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Encyclopedia Britannica (2018): Search | Britannica. [online] Available at:
https://www.britannica.com/search?query=maquiladora [Accessed 5 November
2025].

Human Rights First (2023): A Line that Barely Budges: U.S. Limiting Access to Asylum.
[online] Human Rights First. Available at: https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/a-
line-that-barely-budges-u-s-limiting-access-to-asylum/ [Accessed 5 November
2025].

Ifrc.org (2024): In the Hills Along the Border, Lupita Brings Water, First-Aid and a Big
Dose of Humanity. [online] International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies. Available at: https://www.ifrc.org/article/world-red-cross-red-crescent-
day-hills-along-border-lupita-brings-water-first-aid-and-big [Accessed 5 November
2025].

Illescas, LE. (2024): C-3 Special Focus: What is the Relevance of Nogales Borderland
Muralism? - Beyond Fronteras. [online] Beyondfronteras.org. Available at:
https://beyondfronteras.org/nogalepedia/c/c-3-special-focus-what-is-the-
relevance-of-nogales-borderland-muralism/ [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Joseph, A. (n.d.): The Maquiladora Industry: Strengthening Mexican Labor Rights
Through International Coalition. [online] Cornell Policy Group. Available at:
https://www.cornellpolicygroup.org/_files/ugd/621378_1ad1e76d30d5491ea448f
66bc8d0a8c7.pdf#page=101 [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Khmara, D. (2021): Government Shutdown Brings Airport Delays and Safety Concerns.
[online] Arizona Daily Star. Available at: https://tucson.com/news/local/nogales-

141


https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/trump-second-term-begins-immigration
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/naftas-economic-impact
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/mexico/#economy
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/mexico/#economy
https://www.economia.gob.mx/datamexico/en/profile/geo/nogales?redirect=true
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/nogales-az/
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4854299
https://www.britannica.com/search?query=maquiladora
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/a-line-that-barely-budges-u-s-limiting-access-to-asylum/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/a-line-that-barely-budges-u-s-limiting-access-to-asylum/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ifrc.org/article/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day-hills-along-border-lupita-brings-water-first-aid-and-big
https://www.ifrc.org/article/world-red-cross-red-crescent-day-hills-along-border-lupita-brings-water-first-aid-and-big
https://beyondfronteras.org/nogalepedia/c/c-3-special-focus-what-is-the-relevance-of-nogales-borderland-muralism/
https://beyondfronteras.org/nogalepedia/c/c-3-special-focus-what-is-the-relevance-of-nogales-borderland-muralism/
https://www.cornellpolicygroup.org/_files/ugd/621378_1ad1e76d30d5491ea448f66bc8d0a8c7.pdf#page=101
https://www.cornellpolicygroup.org/_files/ugd/621378_1ad1e76d30d5491ea448f66bc8d0a8c7.pdf#page=101
https://tucson.com/news/local/nogales-tucson-eager-for-economic-jolt-of-nov-8-border-reopening/article_a807c312-3282-11ec-820f-3fe510fb4119.html

tucson-eager-for-economic-jolt-of-nov-8-border-reopening/article_a807c312-3282-
11ec-820f-3fe510fb4119.html [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Kino Border Initiative (2022): Strategic Priorities. [online] Kinoborderinitiative.org.
Available at: https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/09/KBI_Strategic-Priorities.jpg [Accessed 5 November
2025].

Kino Border Initiative (n.d.): Mission and Vision. [online] Available at:
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/mission-and-values/. [Accessed 5 November
2025].

Leslie, J., Leslie, M. (2025): Nogales: More Than Just Vegetables. [online] Produce
Business. Available at: https://producebusiness.com/nogales-more-than-just-
vegetables/ [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Liv, K. (2019): THE WALL - Un estudio de las actitudes de los residentes de la frontera
entre México y Estados Unidos hacia la migracién y las politicas de inmigracion
recientes de los EE.UU. [online] Bora.uib.no. https://hdlLhandle.net/1956,/19379.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Mosashvili, G., Davitashvili, Z., Khelashvili, G. (2020): U.S.-Mexico Relations and
Migration as an Impeding Factor: Trump’s Presidency (2016-2020). [online]
ResearchGate. Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343240833_US-
Mexico_Relations_and_Migration_as_an_Impeding Factor_Trump%27s_Presidency_2
016-2020. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Neuendorf, H. (2015): Artist Paints Mexico-US Border Fence Sky Blue - artnet New.
[online] Artnet News. Available at: https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artist-paints-
us-mexico-border-fence-339990. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Nogales (2025): Nogales USA. [online] Available at:
https://nogalesusa.com/community-milestones. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Nogales International (2025): SCC Protestors Speak Out Against Trump Policies.
[online] Nogales International. Available at:
https://www.nogalesinternational.com/news/scc-protestors-speak-out-against-
trump-policies/article_c7ele65c-c96e-4b39-b1c4-67bf3a63787fhtml [Accessed 5
November 2025].

Nogalesaz.gov  (2016): History | Nogales, AZ. J[online] Available at:
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/257 /History [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Nogalesaz.gov (2025): Search e Nogales, AZ * CivicEngage. [online] Available at:
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/Search?searchPhrase=Non-
Profit%200rganizations&pageNumber=1&perPage=10&departmentld=-1 [Accessed
5 November 2025].

Norman, L., Donelson, A., Pfeifer, E., Lam, A. (2006): Colonia Development and Land Use
Change in Ambos Nogales, United States-Mexican Border. [online] U.S. Geological
Survey. Available at: https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2006/1112/0f2006-1112.pdf.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

142


https://tucson.com/news/local/nogales-tucson-eager-for-economic-jolt-of-nov-8-border-reopening/article_a807c312-3282-11ec-820f-3fe510fb4119.html
https://tucson.com/news/local/nogales-tucson-eager-for-economic-jolt-of-nov-8-border-reopening/article_a807c312-3282-11ec-820f-3fe510fb4119.html
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/KBI_Strategic-Priorities.jpg
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/KBI_Strategic-Priorities.jpg
https://www.kinoborderinitiative.org/mission-and-values/
https://producebusiness.com/nogales-more-than-just-vegetables/
https://producebusiness.com/nogales-more-than-just-vegetables/
https://hdl.handle.net/1956/19379
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343240833_US-Mexico_Relations_and_Migration_as_an_Impeding_Factor_Trump%27s_Presidency_2016-2020
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343240833_US-Mexico_Relations_and_Migration_as_an_Impeding_Factor_Trump%27s_Presidency_2016-2020
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343240833_US-Mexico_Relations_and_Migration_as_an_Impeding_Factor_Trump%27s_Presidency_2016-2020
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artist-paints-us-mexico-border-fence-339990
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artist-paints-us-mexico-border-fence-339990
https://nogalesusa.com/community-milestones
https://www.nogalesinternational.com/news/scc-protestors-speak-out-against-trump-policies/article_c7e1e65c-c96e-4b39-b1c4-67bf3a63787f.html
https://www.nogalesinternational.com/news/scc-protestors-speak-out-against-trump-policies/article_c7e1e65c-c96e-4b39-b1c4-67bf3a63787f.html
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/257/History
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/Search?searchPhrase=Non-Profit%20Organizations&pageNumber=1&perPage=10&departmentId=-1
https://www.nogalesaz.gov/Search?searchPhrase=Non-Profit%20Organizations&pageNumber=1&perPage=10&departmentId=-1
https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2006/1112/of2006-1112.pdf

Nuifiez, A.C. (2020): Mexican Americans on the Border: Ethnic and Political Identities in
the Trump Era. Available at:
https://www.proquest.com/openview/3f07bb59448505ff2e1dd98aaf26b70c/1?pq
-origsite=gscholar&cbl=44156 [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Ong, J., Ong, P, Diaz, S., Chinchilla, M. (2025): Latino ICE arrests surge under Trump.
UCLA Luskin Center  for History  and Policy. Available at:
https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unseen_Latino-
Ice-Arrests-Surge-Under-Trump_20251027.pdf [Accessed 28 January 2026].

Parra, C.F. (2017): The August 27, 1918 Battle of Ambos Nogales and the First US-Mexico
Border Fences Part 1. [online] Nomadic Border | La Frontera Némada. Available at:
http://www.nomadicborder.com/battle-of-ambos-nogales-part-1.html. [Accessed 5
November 2025].

Pavlakovich-Kochi, V. (2014): Maquiladora Related Economy of Nogales and Santa Cruz
County. [online] Arizona-Mexico Economic Indicators. Available at:
https://azmex.eller.arizona.edu/news/2014/04/maquiladora-related-economy-
nogales-and-santa-cruz-county [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Singleton, S. (2024): NYC Migrant Hotel Contracts Expiring: What’s Next for Migrants?
[online] Berardi Immigration Law. Available at:
https://berardiimmigrationlaw.com/new-york-citys-migrant-hotel-contracts-
expiring-but-demand-for-shelters-continues/. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Suhr, D.A. (2010): Globalization and the Community: A Case Study of NAFTA’s Impact
on Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. [online] ProQuest. Available at:
https://www.proquest.com/openview/4a024ba5bb0bc7886125a309320d5ada/1?
pg-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750 [Accessed 5 November 2025]

The Trump Administration’s “Zero Tolerance’ Immigration Enforcement Policy
(2019): [online] U.S. Congress. Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R45266/R45266.9.pdf
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

U.S. Department of State (2024): 2024 Trafficking in Persons Report: Mexico. [online]
United States Department of State. Available at:
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/mexico/.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Xie, W. (2022): Eco-Efficient Prototype Design for Asylum Seeker Housing in Nogales,
Sonora: A  Parametric  Approach. [online] ProQuest. Available at:
https://www.proquest.com/openview/c8fb6f3e49c45e2165dfe93a4e328805/17pq
-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Books, Journal articles

Bartnik, A. (2022): The US-Mexican Border and Contemporary American Immigration
Policy, Politeja, 6(81), pp. 235-252. https://doi.org/10.12797 /Politeja.19.2022.81.12,
https://journals.akademicka.pl/politeja/article/view/4915/4432. [Accessed 5
November 2025].

143


https://www.proquest.com/openview/3f07bb59448505ff2e1dd98aaf26b70c/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=44156
https://www.proquest.com/openview/3f07bb59448505ff2e1dd98aaf26b70c/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=44156
https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unseen_Latino-Ice-Arrests-Surge-Under-Trump_20251027.pdf
https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Unseen_Latino-Ice-Arrests-Surge-Under-Trump_20251027.pdf
http://www.nomadicborder.com/battle-of-ambos-nogales-part-1.html
https://azmex.eller.arizona.edu/news/2014/04/maquiladora-related-economy-nogales-and-santa-cruz-county
https://azmex.eller.arizona.edu/news/2014/04/maquiladora-related-economy-nogales-and-santa-cruz-county
https://berardiimmigrationlaw.com/new-york-citys-migrant-hotel-contracts-expiring-but-demand-for-shelters-continues/
https://berardiimmigrationlaw.com/new-york-citys-migrant-hotel-contracts-expiring-but-demand-for-shelters-continues/
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R45266/R45266.9.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2024-trafficking-in-persons-report/mexico/
https://www.proquest.com/openview/c8fb6f3e49c45e2165dfe93a4e328805/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
https://www.proquest.com/openview/c8fb6f3e49c45e2165dfe93a4e328805/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
https://journals.akademicka.pl/politeja/article/view/4915/4432

Csaki, G. (2025): Trump masodik elnokségének gazdasagi kovetkezményei.
Kiilgazdasdg, 69(1-2), pp. 36-45. https://doi.org/10.47630/kulg.2025.69.1-2.36.
[Accessed 30 January 2026].

Diaz, S. (2024): The Role of Public Health in the Rule of Law: The Cautionary Tale of
Title 42 Expulsions. SSRN Electronic Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4854299.
[Accessed 5 November 2025].

Eberhardt, G. (2021): Menekiiltiigy és tomeges fogvatartas az Egyesiilt Allamokban a
mexikéi hatdr mentén a COVID-19 idészakaban. Beliigyi Szemle. 69(2), pp. 305-309,
https://doi.org/10.38146/BSZ.2021.2.7
https://belugyiszemlejournal.org/index.php/belugyiszemle/article/view/780/782
[Accessed 30 January 2026].

Kil, S.H. (2019): Covering the Border War: How the News Media Creates Crime, Race,
Nation, and the USA-Mexico Divide. Lexington Books

Llamas-Rodriguez, ]J. (2022): Ambos Nogales Repair: Critical Play and the
Infrastructures of the Border City. In: Stein, E., Halegoua, G.R., Kredell, B.[eds.] The
Routledge  Companion to Media and the City, pp. 145-153.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003007678-16. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

McGuire, R. (2015): Modern Material Culture and Ruins in Ambos Nogales (Arizona
and Sonora). In: W.H. Walker; ].M. Skibo (eds.) Explorations in Behavioral Archaeology.
Provo:  University of Utah  Press, pp. 187-202. Available at:
https://www.academia.edu/15488057 /Modern_Material_Culture_and_Ruins_in_Am
bos_Nogales_Arizona_and_Sonora_ [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Meylor, D., Kulkarni, K.G. (2022): NAFTA in Mexico: What Worked? And What Did Not?
SAMVAD: SIBM Pune Research Journal, 23, pp. 1-8.
https://doi.org/10.53739/samvad/2021/v23/167188. Available at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358350195_NAFTA_in_Mexico_ What W
orked_And_What_Did_Not [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Sanchez, R.A. (1995): Water Quality Problems in Nogales, Sonora. Environmental
Health Perspectives, 103(Suppl 1), pp- 93-97. doi:
https://doi.org/10.1289/ehp.95103s193. [Accessed 5 November 2025].

Varga, Zs. (2018): A mozgasakadalyozas lehetGségei az illegdlis migracio6
megakadalyozasa érdekében, Miiszaki Katonai KézIlény, 28(2), pp. 277-306. Available
at: https://folyoirat.ludovika.hu/index.php/mkk/article/view/1669/978 [Accessed
30 January 2026].

Veres, K. Gy. (2021): Lezart hatar nyitott kapukkal - Biden els6 100 napja és a
migracié. Horizont, 2021(9), pp. 1-19. Budapest: Migration Research Institute.
[online] Available at: https://migraciokutato.hu/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/20210429_HORIZONT_2021_9_veres_kristof_gyorgy_lez
art_hatar_nyitott_kapukkal_biden_elso_100_napja_es_a_migracio.pdf [Accessed 28
January 2026].

Vogel, D. (2020): Elefant a porcelanboltban? Az Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamok Latin-
Amerika-politikdja Donald Trump elnoksége alatt. Nemzet és biztonsdg, 13(2), pp. 24-

144


https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4854299
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003007678-16
https://www.academia.edu/15488057/Modern_Material_Culture_and_Ruins_in_Ambos_Nogales_Arizona_and_Sonora_
https://www.academia.edu/15488057/Modern_Material_Culture_and_Ruins_in_Ambos_Nogales_Arizona_and_Sonora_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358350195_NAFTA_in_Mexico_What_Worked_And_What_Did_Not
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/358350195_NAFTA_in_Mexico_What_Worked_And_What_Did_Not
https://doi.org/10.1289/ehp.95103s193
https://migraciokutato.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/20210429_HORIZONT_2021_9_veres_kristof_gyorgy_lezart_hatar_nyitott_kapukkal_biden_elso_100_napja_es_a_migracio.pdf
https://migraciokutato.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/20210429_HORIZONT_2021_9_veres_kristof_gyorgy_lezart_hatar_nyitott_kapukkal_biden_elso_100_napja_es_a_migracio.pdf
https://migraciokutato.hu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/20210429_HORIZONT_2021_9_veres_kristof_gyorgy_lezart_hatar_nyitott_kapukkal_biden_elso_100_napja_es_a_migracio.pdf

44, https://folyoirat.ludovika.hu/index.php/neb/article/view/853/3928,
https://doi.org/10.32576/nb.2020.2.3

Website used for formatting references: https://www.mybib.com/?intro

FAL A VAROS SZIVEBEN: A DONALD TRUMP-KORMANYOK MIGRACIOS
POLITIKAJANAK HATASAI NOGALES KOZOSSEGERE

TORMA REGINA

A tanulmany a Trump-kormanyok migraciés politikdjdnak megfigyelését és
értelmezését, illetve annak gazdasagi és tarsadalmi kovetkezményeit mutatja be
Nogales ikervarosainak példajan keresztiil. Az Amerikai Egyesiilt Allamok és Latin-
Amerika migraciés kapcsolatdnak torténete rendkiviil mélyen gyokerezik, és
évszazadokra visszavezethetd. Az ebbdl nyert informaciok atfogd képet adhatnak a
hatarmenti, migraciés csomdpontok gyakorlati miik6désér6l, mindennapjairdl,
valamint a bevandorlasi gdcpontok athelyez6désérdl. Mindemellett ramutatnak a
fontos gazdasagi Osszefiiggésekre, valamint arra is, hogy a politikai/geopolitikai
rendelkezések milyen erdteljes hatdssal vannak a régiéra. Nogales ikervarosainak
megértése hozzasegithet a valésdg megismeréséhez és Donald Trump migracios
politikajanak alaposabb megértéséhez.

Kulcsszavak: Mexikd, Egyesiilt Allamok, Donald Trump, bevandorlas,
bevandorlaspolitika, migraci6, Ambos Nogales, Sonora, Arizona
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